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Inlate 1999, a mound on Sunset Hill in Hangzhou became the focus

of excavations by the archaeology team of Zhejiang Province. The

mound turned out to be connected to the famous legend of the White
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The West Lake, which has been described as “Sweet-scented

osmanthus blossom in autumn; Lotus flowers tens miles long", would not
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have become such a famous "earthly paradise" if it didn’t have so many

dramatic folktales. According to legend, after the White Snake and the

Green Snake attained the fruit of their spiritual practice and

metamorphosed into human beings calledBai Suzhen and Xiao Qing,

they came to the West Lake. This shows that in the legend the West
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Lake represented the earthly, human world.
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In her human form the White Snake married the scholar Xu Xian [Deleted: got married
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and lived happily with him in the human world. However, their good
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fortune didn't last long. Soon they were discovered by the learned ) [Deleted: T
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longing for true love in the earthly, human world, k‘(De,eted: locked
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face the questioning of history: where is the Leifeng Pagoda? Did the
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The "Reflection of Leifeng Pagoda at Sunset” was one of the ten '[Deleted: As one of the Ten West Lake scenic spots,
most scenic spots at West Lake, but it had disappeared for more than ‘%De'e‘ed: reflection
| Deleted: in the
70 years when archaeological excavations showed that the mound on . “[13 leted: sunset
Sunset Hill was in fact the ruins of Leifeng Pagoda. 1 “[Deleted: has been obliterated
~ ( Deleted: . But the
( Deleted: proved
k[Deleted: the
[(EEXBAHIR. GREE, HiE. (Deteea: ruly
EAERTE , BHM—TRIKEENEL, RBEN=REIEHESE=HH,
FERRELR, MALREL , £R—HSENRER , INMENE=R
BEHARIDICERT BEE , IR BREE. T—FFL, 7 ( Deletea: history
‘(Deleted: f
During the period of the “Five'Qynosties ondlen Kingdoms” (ca. & (Deleted: g
907-960 AD), the area around the West Lake belonged to the Kingdom kk %De'eted’t
G Deleted: countries
of Wu-Yue. All three generations of the Kings of Wu-Yue worshipped the ’ *l‘_-(D Leted: vicinity
Buddha and hoped Buddhism could “protect the borders and promote k‘%’e‘e‘e": of
o ’ ' " Deleted: territory
peace among the people." When the North Song Dynasty was [Deleted: the country
established and prepared to unify the entire country, Qian Chu, the . (Deteted:
" % [ Deleted: all believed in
third-generation king of this small kingdom., built the Leifeng Pagoda in "ED:':; e
great haste, in order to "respect heaven and practice virtue” and to [Deleted; it
pray for peace. i (Deleted: country
| (Deleted: settle down
L (Deleted: Bei
[£5E%BAHTR. RS (etetea: cynosty
) [Deleted: when they were ready
BEZENHEEERE  ZHFELE. HENBRELRSH , XEHHTIHNE . (Deeted: whole
( Deleted: third
io A’[ﬂ%ﬁ%fg‘ ’iﬁ g tﬁ%’*ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂ@i%iﬂ!?i'& (Deleted: country King Qian Chu
(Deleted: the
(Deleted: the
In the underground chamber of Leifeng Pagoda, some of (De.eted:,
‘[Deleted: Palace

N AN A A A A A AN A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A




Buddhism’s most sacred objects -- Buddhist scriptures, a statue of the [Deleted= Scriptures
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enshrined. These treasures, having beenhidden deep underground for

millennia, were brought to light by excavation and restoration.
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However, Leifeng Pagoda was not able to save either the Kingdom

of Wu-Yue or its people, nor even itself. One year after it was built, the
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performed thrugh the centuries and millenia, each generation of

audience interpreting the story for itself and weighing the balance of

good and evil between the White Shake and Monk Fahai — a never-

ending debate to this day,
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practices, the new pagoda is an example par excellence of the , rf“[Deleted: maintenance
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